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perception of officially measured space
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Land System

“well-field” land distribution and taxation




Early Qin Period
Land Reform
(circa 4th Cent. B.C.)
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Diagram from Yuan Lin [5#], AR L HHEESRE (2000) p.226

Shang Yang — state-distributed land Tk — B X% H i




Eastern Han area measure




B tong = 100sq. i

E |
T =g i about 0.25 sq. km
100 =q. i about 25 s4. km

H jing = basic parcel unit
100 sg. i = 10,000 jing
1 jing =

250050, m = agbout 0.6 acres

R D ERR L RTEE BE, 1995

Eastern Han area measure, calculations




Southwest China Rice Terrace
Photo: Lou Dematteis (IFAD)

Eastern China Rice Field

Photo: Lyn Bishop (Zama)

actual fields
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“fish scale map” for tax purposes HBE
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diagram: Lex Berman based on an illustration by Wang Deyi T2 (1974)

Li Chunnian’s surveying methods (12t Century CE)




parcel level space - plans vs. reality
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town-level space







town level space - plans vs. reality
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Anyang general area, grids of 10 square li &
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Natural Feature boundary

D territory A
D territory B

E river

E boundary

some boundaries follow natural features
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Dog's Tooth boundary

D territory A
D territory B

E river

E boundary

some boundaries do not follow natural features
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Flying Districts

territory A
territory B
river

boundary

enclaves and exclaves




“giao zhi” #FE expatriate established

usually forced out of their original towns by war or natural
disaster, the displaced persons establish new settlements with
the same placenames as their abandoned towns. These often
existed as quasi-independent enclaves within another
jurisdiction, and yet with no status as a part of that jurisdiction.
Sometimes, the population was eventually repatriated to their
original settlements, other times they were eventually absorbed
into the local jurisdiction.

The U.S. has a comparable phenomenon: placenames that
settlers brought with them from Europe. So we find Chelsea,
Cambridge, Berlin, Montpelier, Ulster, Bristol, Hanover, and the
similar examples at every turn in the road.
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“expatriate” enclaves




each “li” B was made up of 110 household units
10 were leader’s households
100 were regular households
the 100 regular households were divided in 10 “jia” B

so that each “jia” represented 10 households
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“li — jia” household registration BEH




political level space - plans vs. reality




CHGIS: China Historical GIS Project

website: www.fas.harvard.edu/~chgis



	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21

